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We Appreciate Our Corporate Sponsors 

Thank You For Your Support! 

October 24th is Rotary International’s annual World 
Polio Day. In our club on that Thursday we will an-

nounce District 5020’s brand new PolioPlus Society. 

Rotarians who pledge to donate $100 or more each 

year until polio is eradicated will be honored with a 

newly created pin which will be presented at a future 

date at our club by our Assistant Governor. All dona-

tions will be matched 2:1 by the Gates Foundation. 

Pledge forms will be handed out on October 24th 

(available earlier during a meeting if you prefer), or 

you can donate directly at Rotary.org by clicking the 

“donate” button on the top right. If you prefer, you 
can donate thru our Rotary Foundation representa-

tive, Ed Pullen or, of course, simply mail a check and 

donation form to the Rotary Foundation.  

In addition, RI offers Rotary’s World Polio Day Online 

Global Update on October 24. This year RI will 

stream the program on Facebook in multiple time 

zones around the world. RI recommends RSVP to our 

region’s program and follow/share the event on so-
cial media. 

In the October Rotarian magazine RI President Mark 

Daniel Maloney says “We will end polio forever, but 
only if we remain steadfast and vigilant. World Polio 

Day is a time for Rotarians from all over the globe to 

come together, recognize the progress we have 

made in our fight against polio, and plan the action 

we much take to end polio forever. “ 

If you have photos you’d like included in the 
Newsletter please send them to me at 

marketingdirector@southhillmall.com 



 Zone 26-27 Rotary Institute 

If you have photos you’d like included in the 

INSPIRED! EXCITED! ENERGIZED! That’s how I felt while attending the Zone 26-27 Institute in Denver in early Sep-
tember. A Zone is a collection of Rotary Districts. South Hill Rotary, for example, is in District 5020. The ideas present-
ed at this Institute were big. I felt so small as just one member of one club; but like a stone dropped into water, I see 
that each of us has the potential to make larger ripples to improve the lives of millions of people around the world. Ro-
tary has a proven track record of accomplishing great things, and there is no stopping us as we collectively undertake 
more projects in the future.  Rotary isn’t just our beloved club, it’s over 35,000 clubs worldwide with 1.2 million mem-
bers who can accomplish whatever we put our time, talent and money toward.  
In the past, Rotary International’s (RI) signature accomplishment has been eradicating polio. Today only three coun-
tries have tiny remnants of this disastrous disease: Afghanistan, Pakistan and Nigeria. Now RI asks, what's our next 
big challenge as an organization and for us as individual members? The Institute provided several global ideas. Two 
speakers, in particular, captured my imagination. One identified that 41 million people today live as slaves. I associat-
ed slavery with only pre Civil War United States. Not so. Today children in Ghana are required to fish even though 
they can’t swim. If they fall into to the water, too bad. They drown. It’s only a slave’s life… In Kathmandu District, Ne-
pal, men are trafficked from rural India to work in brickyards. It's backbreaking work in hot, hot temperatures with no 
break, no shade, and no water. They die. Oh well, it’s only a slave’s life… Slaves in coal mines work in kilns 16 hours 
a day in searing heat. Water is scarce and there is little protective clothing; they are only slaves. Children in Nepal 
make several trips down the mountain lugging heavy stones. Many of them come from families where everyone is 
trapped in debt bondage slavery; they are only slaves. The stories continue… 

On the lighter side, a Whitman College graduate told us that when working in Guatemala, he noticed that people who 
eat corn three times a day were malnourished. He started asking how he could supplement their diet, but quickly real-
ized that locals didn’t have money to buy more foodstuffs and it was difficult to get supplies. So – fast forward – he 
partnered with scientists who added vitamins and minerals to a new strain of corn. Other scientists tinkered with the 
corn to increase yields. According to one story, a farmer is now able to send his younger two children to school in-
stead of needing them to work in the fields. In truth, this presenter captured the attention of Rotary International imme-
diate past President Ian Riseley. It wouldn’t surprise me if scaling up this corn strain becomes a RI focus in the near 
future. Where and how can this corn distribution be expanded? Will all countries where people survive on corn use the 
supply chain in the same way? Questions for us now. 
Aside from the many thought provoking speakers, the theme of this Institute was, “Energizing Leaders – Start with 
Why.” Why am I a Rotarian? Dig deep. Think about it. Speakers gave us their “Why” but asked us what ours is. I am 
realizing for myself, I not only get to hang with some really great South Hill people who I admire and love to work with, 
but that together we join forces to impact  our local and international communities. I like that. What’s your why? 

As if this wasn’t enough, Rotary conventions and this Institute offer the House of Friendship. It’s where non-profit and 
for profit vendors set up tables to display and talk about their causes. I counted 33 vendors. Of those most intriguing to 
me was PharmaJet, a mother daughter company who invented a needless syringe that, they claim, is cheaper, faster 
and safer to use  than traditional syringes with needles for injections. During my one-on-one conversation with the 
vendor (the daughter) she shared that they have hit a FDA roadblock for likely political reasons. While we were talk-
ing, I happened to see the RI Polio Eradication director sitting at a nearby table. I pointed him out to her. When I left 
the room, they and two other polio leaders were talking and exchanging business cards. Who knows where that con-
versation will lead? Nice. 
I also spoke to a Rotarian who heads up the “Rotarian Action Groups.” This is a Rotary group that acts as one-stop-

shopping if you want to volunteer with an existing Rotary project. If you want to start a project, they can help with that, 
too. Nice. 
I want to express my gratitude to the Rotary leaders who, for the first time, opened up this Zone Institute to regular 
Rotary members like me. In past years, the annual Institute has been by invitation only to Deputy District Governors 
and above. That’s the reason even long time Rotary members likely don’t know about Zones or the Institute. I didn’t 
run into many other “regulars” there, but each time I spoke with a Rotary leader, they welcomed me and encouraged 
me to bring my message back home to my club, to share the Rotary story. 
This is my attempt to share the Institute’s message and to increase our collective awareness of the organization we 
belong to. This annual Institute will be held next in San Diego, November 15-20, 2020. I recommend it. There is also 
the Rotary International Convention in Honolulu, June 5-9, 2020. Consider attending that. I am told that the RI Con-
vention is the Institute on steroids. Holy smokes! Can’t wait!!! Please join me.—Suzanne Johnston 

 

 



Thursday, October 3—Regular Meeting 12:30pm 
Brian Terbush, Washington Emergency Management 
 
Monday ,October 7—Sunrise Village 4-8pm 
Free Little Library Unveiling 
 
Thursday, October 10—Regular Meeting 12:30pm 
Jonathan Ross, L’Atche Tacoma Hope 
 
Wednesday October 16—Pierce County Library South Hill 
Branch  15420 Meridian E Puyallup 98375      
Book Club , 13th Tale by Diane Setterfield– Hosted by 
Alice Darnton 
 
Thursday, October 17—Regular Meeting 12:30pm 
Third Thursday Program 
 
Thursday, October 24—Regular Meeting 12:30pm 
Shirley Carstens, Suzanne Johnston-Rotary International                                           
Polio Day Update 
 
Thursday, October 31—Regular Meeting 12:30pm 
Ed Pullen, Rotary Foundation 
 
Thursday, November 7—Blood Drive—Club Service 3-6pm 
Windemere Office at 512 and Canyon Avenue 
 
Thursday, March 13, 2020—Gold and Silver Raffle & Gala 
Fundraiser—Pioneer Park Pavilion 6-10pm 
 

Mark Your Calendars Rotarians Being Rotarians 

All Service Clubs Luncheon at the Washington State Fair 

Rotary Parking  for a Cause 


