
It’s often stated that “today’s news is tomorrow’s history.” On Thursday, August 6, 2020, Rotarians
around the world experienced news which will become part of our history. On that date, Jennifer
Jones of the Windsor-Roseland, Ontario, Canada club was nominated as Rotary International
President for 2022-2023. The RI announcement in part says this is “… a groundbreaking selection
that will make her the first woman to hold that office in the organization’s 115 year history.” I
thought this might be the right time to provide excerpts from Rotary’s history (www.Rotary.org) to
explain why Jennifer’s nomination is such a significant event.

We all know that Rotary was founded in Chicago, Illinois by Paul Harris on February 23, 1905. As
typical of the time, Rotary was exclusively a male organization. 

1977 -  The Rotary Club of Duarte, California admits women as members in violation of the RI
Constitution and Standard Rotary Club Constitution. Because of this violation, the club’s
membership in Rotary International is terminated in March 1978. (The club was reinstated in
September 1986.)

1980 - The RI Board of Directors and Rotary clubs in India, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United
States propose an enactment to remove from the RI and club constitutions and bylaws all
references to members as “male
persons.” 
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1983-86 - In a lawsuit filed by the Duarte club, the California Superior Court in 1983 rules in favor
of Rotary International, upholding gender-based qualification for membership in California Rotary
clubs. 

1986,-The California Court of Appeals reverses the lower court's decision, preventing the
enforcement of the provision in California. The California Supreme Court refuses to hear the case,
and it is appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court.

1987 - On 4 May, the U.S. Supreme Court rules that Rotary clubs may not exclude women from
membership on the basis of gender. Rotary issues a policy statement that any Rotary club in the
United States can admit qualified women into membership. 

The Rotary Club of Marin Sunrise, California (formerly Larkspur Landing), is chartered on 28 May. It
becomes the first club after the U.S. Supreme Court ruling to have women as charter members.
Sylvia Whitlock, of the Rotary Club of Duarte, California, becomes the first female Rotary club
president.

1989 - At its first meeting after the 1987 U.S. Supreme Court decision, the Council on Legislation
votes to eliminate the requirement in the RI Constitution that membership in Rotary clubs be
limited to men. 

1990 - As of June, there are about 20,200 female Rotarians worldwide. 

1995 - In July, eight women become district governors, the first elected to this role: Mimi Altman,
Gilda Chirafisi, Janet W. Holland, Reba F. Lovrien, Virginia B. Nordby, Donna J. Rapp, Anne
Robertson, and Olive P. Scott.

1995-96 – Shan Vipond serves as the Puyallup South Hill Rotary Club’s first woman
president.

2005 - Carolyn E. Jones begins her term as the first woman appointed as trustee of The Rotary
Foundation.

2008 - Catherine Noyer-Riveau begins her term as the first woman elected to the RI Board of
Directors.

2012 - Elizabeth S. Demaray begins her term as RI treasurer, the first woman to serve in this
position.

2013 - Anne L. Matthews begins her term as the first woman to serve as RI vice president.

2018 - Brenda Marie Cressey begins her term as the first woman to serve as vice-chair of The
Rotary Foundation. In April-June 2019 she serves as chair of the Foundation, the first woman
appointed to this role.



August 6, 2020 – Jennifer Jones, Windsor-Roseville, Ontario, Canada club is announced as President-
Elect nominee of Rotary International for 2022-2023. Jones will officially become
president-nominee on October 1, 2020 if no other candidates challenge her.

Jones, in her vision statement says, “As we reflect upon our new strategic priorities, we could have
never envisioned that our ability to adapt would become our North Star during what is inarguably the
most profound time in recent history.. Silver linings rise out of the most challenging circumstances.
Using metric-driven goals, I will harness this historic landscape to innovate, educate, and communicate
opportunities that reflect today’s reality.”

The RI announcement points to Jones’ understanding of Rotary’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI)
work. She says, “I believe that diversity, equity and inclusion… begins at the top and for us to realize
growth in female membership and members under the age of forty – these demographics need to see
their own reflection in leadership. I will champion double-digit growth in both categories while never
losing sight of our entire family.”

Excerpts from www.rotary.org

Weekly Rotary Meeting via Zoom
Thursdays at 12:30 pm until further notice

Courage Classic Bike Ride – 2020 has gone
VIRTUAL! 
https://support.multicare.org/site/TR/Events/Gener
al?pg=entry&fr_id=1190

Puyallup South Hill Gold and Silver VIRTUAL
Gala
February 5, 2021

Rotary Book Club

September- The Pickwick Papers by Charles
Dickens. Tuesday, September 29 at 6pm. Hosted by
Carole Merz

October - Book TBD. Tuesday October 20 6pm
Hosted by Karen and Rick Hansen   

Rotary Book Club-cont.

November - Book TBD. Hosted by Kitty McGuane

December - Radium Girls by Kate Moore. Hosted
by Shan Vipond.

Rotary Training/Convention Opportunities

November 12-14, Virtual Rotary Institute for
Zones 26-27 (Zone 2627.org)

February 18-21, 2021, President Elect Training
(PETS) may be virtual.

May 1-15, 2021, district 5020 Training Conference,
Great Wolfe Lodge 

June 12-16, 2021, District 5020 International
Convention, Taipei, Taiwan.    

Club Calendar



Things are moving along and we are making progress in our planning! More details
coming by mid October but here's what we have as of now! 

 The theme is "A Night at the Oscars!" scheduled for February 5th. We are moving
forward with the auction and are currently in the process of creating our Handbid
Event Platform. If you are interested in how HandBid works please follow the link
below. Thanks so far to everyone that has given ideas and feedback. It's been
instrument in the planning process.

https://youtu.be/NTJHshfOMEE

  Gold and Silver Update

Community Partners



Africa is free from wild poliovirus, the World Health Organization (WHO) announced on 25 August 
The Africa Regional Certification Commission, an independent body responsible for overseeing the
eradication of polio, has certified that all 47 countries in the WHO’s Africa Region have eradicated
the virus after a long program of vaccination and surveillance. 

There is no cure for the disease, which can cause irreversible paralysis and can be fatal if
breathing muscles are affected, but vaccination can protect people for life.

The certification is a “historic” achievement, says Pascal Mkanda, coordinator of the polio-
eradication programme at the WHO Regional Office for Africa in Brazzaville, Republic of Congo.

Rotary has been working closely with partner organizations since 1979 to eradicate polio. Our goal
of ridding the world of this disease is closer than ever.

As a founding partner of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, we've reduced polio cases by 99.9
percent since our first project to vaccinate children in the Philippines in 1979.
We've helped immunize more than 2.5 billion children in 122 countries. So far, Rotary has
contributed more than $1.8 billion toward eradicating the disease worldwide.

Today, polio remains endemic only in Afghanistan and Pakistan. But it’s crucial to continue working
to keep other countries polio-free. If all eradication efforts stopped today, within 10 years, polio
could paralyze as many as 200,000 children each year.

Rotary - End Polio Now


