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October is the month when Nobel Prizes are announced. The very prestigious Nobel Peace Prize
this year was awarded to the World Food Program which is described as the world’s largest 
humanitarian aid program addressing world hunger. It provided aid in 88 countries in 2019 to 
nearly 100 million people experiencing famine, starvation and food insecurity. Program 
Executive Director David Beasley is quoted as saying, “Before COVIC hit the scene, I was telling 
world leaders that 2020 was going to be your worst humanitarian crisis/disaster since World 
War II.” He added that the number of people on the brink of starvation rose from 80 million to 
135 million last year and could double this year.  He continues, “We’re seeing supply chain 
disruption. You remember just a few months ago in the United States, people were panicking 
just trying to get toilet paper. You can imagine, if that happens in one of the most sophisticated 
supply chain systems in the world, what do you think is happening in Chad or DRC or Somalia? 
Just imagine the disruption of the availability of food. And these people don’t have a pantry full 
of food.”

This Peace Prize caused me to reflect on our own Rotary International Foundation which exists 
“to transform your gifts into service projects that change lives both close to home and around 
the world.” During 2018, RIF grants were given to fight disease, provide clean water, support 
education, grow local economies, save mothers and children, and promote peace. Heady stuff. 

Not to be overlooked, we in Puyallup South Hill Rotary have our own foundation which 
addresses local and international needs. Recipients are selected either directly from the Board 
of Directors, or after passing through the Charitable Giving Committee review, or, for grants, less



M E S S A G E  F R O M  O U R  P R E S I D E N T ( C O N T I N U T E D )  
than $500, directly from this Committee. Thanks to the members of the Charitable Giving Committee who
carefully review requests for money from our club to a spectrum of worthy causes. 

Thanks to Bobbi Stephens and the members of our Community Service Committee who have designed
some specific, short term donation options for our club. Thanks to Trish Cole and the Literacy Committee
members who work hard to identify and lead literacy project for the betterment of our community. I am
grateful for every club member who  works behind the scenes and/or make financial donations to make
life better for members of our local and international communities.

While I am humbled to think of sophisticated networks such as World Food Program and RIF 
that orchestrate complex programs worldwide, our own mighty, little club can stand tall. Even 
though our scale is smaller, we positively impact on the lives of many. Of course, as these three non-profit
organizations – and many others – do a superb job of  giving away money, they couldn’t do their work
without donors. I don’t know about you, but  sending money doesn’t give me the same “warm and fuzzy”
that working on hands-on project does. I love volunteering at the food bank, or handing out Thanksgiving
turkeys. But in reality, charities can offer economies of scale to more efficiently purchase needed items
than I can by a few hours of service. In this month when we give thanks and recognize that the pandemic
kept us from hands-on volunteer work that we enjoy, it’s time to recommit to donate to the 
organization of our choice.

Club Calendar

Weekly Rotary Meeting via Zoom
Thursdays at 12:30 pm until further
notice

Puyallup South Hill's Major Fundraiser
HANDBID registration now open!

January 1-February 5, 2021 - Silent Auction
open and available for bidding on
HANDBID.

February 5, 2021-Gold and Silver VIRTUAL
GALA - 6pm LIVE AUCTION

Rotary Book Club

November - November 23, 2020 Book-
White Rage by Carol Anderson. Hosted by
Kitty McGuane

December -  December 7, 202 Book-
Radium Girls by Kate Moore. Hosted by
Shan Vipond.

 Rotary Opportunities

November 12-14, 2020 Virtual Rotary Institute
for Zones 26-27 Register at:
(https://zone2627.org/2020-rotary-institute/)

February 18-21, 2021 President Elect Training
(PETS), (may be virtual)

May 14-15, 2021 District 5020 Training
Conference, Great Wolfe Lodge

June 12-16, 2021 Rotary
International Convention, Taipei, Taiwan
(December 15, 2020 last day for early
registration discount)
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Community Partners

(continued)

Donate Today
H O L I D A Y  H O P E  C A M P A I G N !

We have created a HOLIDAY HOPE  button on the home
page of  our South Hi l l  Rotary Web si te.

Your donation wi l l   help make the hol idays special  for
local  famil ies through the Emerald Ridge High School
Interact  Club,  Helping Hand House,  Communit ies in
Schools (CIS)  Puyal lup,  and the  Salvat ion Army

We wil l  be accepting donations through December 4th
To learn more please go to our website

https: / /southhi l l rotary.org.
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Rotarians At Work

Puyallup South Hill Rotarians had it covered from east to west and
north to south on election day. These are just some of the
members of our club that helped make sure Election 2020 ran as
smoothly as possible. Thank you for your amazing representation
of our club and what being a part of Rotary means!




